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THE INBRED DESCENDANTS OF CHARLEMAGNE: 
A GLANCE AT THE SCIENTIFIC SIDE OF GENEALOGY 

By Dr. DAVID STARR JORDAN 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY 

See the march of history 
Strewn with cast-off finery, 
And the way of common things 
Cluttered with the pomp of kings. 

THERE has lately been placed in my hands a great chart of Ameri- 
can genealogy running back to the marriages of Isabel de Verman- 
dois with two successive husbands — Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Lei- 
cester, and William, Second Earl of Warren and Surrey — and showing 
the lines of descent of some hundreds of well-known families from the 
beginning of the twelfth century, the reign of Henry I of England, 
down to the present time. This chart, the work of Miss Sarah Louise 
Kimball of Palo Alto, California, furnishes the text of the present 
essay. It embodies the results of long and patient research by its 
maker, supplemented by conclusions of many other experts in 
genealogy. But my present purpose is to consider only one scientific 
phase of the matter. 

And first I may premise that to the biologist an ancestor is not 
primarily a forbear, but a carrier of inheritable potentialities. For 
men and women transmit to posterity not their actually developed 
traits, but rather their inborn tendencies, "the raw material out of 
which character is forged", a complex of potentialities. That is to say, 
heredity carries potentiality, not the completed results of education 
and environment. I shall, however, waive further discussion of the 
physiology or psychology of inheritance; I wish only to indicate some 
generalizations drawn (largely) from a study of Miss Kimball's chart. 

Let us first note that notwithstanding its elaboration, its thousand 
or more ancestral names constitute merely a fragment, a scant shred 
in the great warp and woof of the genealogy of even a single person, 
or of the record of descendants of even a single pair. 1 For if the an- 

i In this connection I remarked with interest that in the "Waldo 
Genealogy" (1902) by Waldo Lincoln of Worcester, Mass., the record of a 
single family for less than three hundred years, or eight generations, upwards 
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cestry of one individual running back to the twelfth century could he 
written out, using a square inch to each name, it would occupy some- 
thing like a fourth of a square mile. A full chart of all the two hun- 
dred millions, more or less, of people of English ancestry scattered 
over the world would cover some twenty-five millions of square miles. 

The simplest numerical calculation gives bewildering results. As 
each person has had two parents, four grandparents, eight great-grand- 
parents, and so back endlessly in geometrical progression, every adult 
of today, allowing three generations to a century, would (if facts per- 
mitted) count not less than 134,192,256 separate ancestors in the year 
1100. Furthermore as in the indicated progression with a ratio of two, 
the sum of the series is equivalent, minus one, to its highest term, each 
descendant should have 134,192,255 intervening forbears, making 
268,384,511 in all. Again, each child of this generation has twice as 
many ancestors as either parent — that is 536,769,022 in all, of which 
incalculable number not one would have died in infancy or without 
issue. This computation, however, has led us to figures manifestly 
impossible in view of the fact that the total population of England in 
1100 did not exceed two millions, and that probably not one-tenth of 
these, beset as they were by war and pestilence, left permanent 
descendants. 

The simple explanation is, of course, that every ancient forbear 
must be counted over and over thousands of times in each individual 
case. Indeed, no one can guess how many tangled lines lead down to 
him from a single pair in the days of Henry I. 

Conversely, if any one couple of the twelfth century and their suc- 
cessors left on an average four children, thus doubling the number 
three times to the century, their descendants alone, facts permitting, 
would count 134,192,256, as would the descendants of every other 
pair similarly fertile, — the whole making a nominal total far exceed- 
ing the present population of the globe! Thus, in this computation 
also, intervening individuals must be reckoned over and over again 
almost to infinity. 

These conclusions as to the tangled lineage of the English people 
give a clue to the origin and persistence of racial traits in general; 
they are the stigmata of blood relationship. Moreover, as we have 
abundant evidence that the children of Warren and Isabel, like hun- 
dreds of other early notables, were descended from Alfred the Great 
and Charlemagne alike, it is not without reason that Miss Kimball 
calls the English people "the inbred descendants of Charlemagne". 

of 19,000 persons are named as either descended from Cornelius Waldo and 
Hannah Cogswell— both of whom came from Berwick in Wiltshire, England, 
to Ipswich, Massachusetts, about 1640 — or else married to one of their pos- 
terity; these many individuals were residents of 11,700 different towns in 
the United States. Besides Waldo, upwards of 3,000 other surnames appear, 
brought into the series by the marriage of Waldo women. 
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This fact now leads us to another important consideration; noble 
and peasant are really of one blood. For studies of American ancestry 
show clearly the effects of the law of primogeniture. The eldest sons 
of "good families" or of the nobility naturally developed into Royal- 
ists and Cavaliers; younger sons and daughters' sons, left without in- 
heritance, became as easily Roundheads, Dissenters and Puritans. 
The legend on one of Cromwell's battle flags asked: "Why should the 
elder son have everything and we nothing?" To put it another way, 
why should "blue blood" be supposed to flow in the veins of the first 
born only? 

Fortunately, those exposed to the deteriorating influences of ease 
and unearned power were few in number, a conspicuous minority. The 
others became part of the mass of commoners who have made England 
great. Samuel Johnson once cynically observed that primogeniture is 
an excellent thing, as "it ensures that there shall be but one fool in the 
family!" Happily it also provides that the high qualities which in 
other days set nobleman apart from peasant shall be spread through the 
whole body of the people by means of a constant transfusion from the 
"first estate" to the third. The lack of such a system left France, es- 
pecially, a prey to the reaction inevitable in a people overrun by a 
hungry and impecunious nobility. 

Miss Kimball's chart shows plainly the method by which the dif- 
fusion takes place. The daughter of a king, for example, marries a 
nobleman; one of her descendants takes a squire or younger son; a 
daughter of the squire marries a yeoman, whose children are accord- 
ingly of kingly descent. And every farmer of English lineage may 
boast of as much of the "germ plasm" of William, Alfred, or Charle- 
magne as any royal household in Europe; reversedly, plebeian blood 
may be mingled with the "bluest", usually to the betterment of both. 
As a matter of fact, indeed, very few Englishmen or Americans of Eng- 
lish origin are without royal blood; nor is it likely that the coat of 
arms of any king living does not conceal the bar sinister of the peasant. 

At the beginning of the twelfth century, as already stated, Isabel de 
Vermandois married successively Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Lei- 
cester, and William de Warren, Earl of Warren and Surrey. The 
charms or virtues of that far-off lady are not concerned in this dis- 
cussion, any more than the manly qualities of either of the earls, 
though all three exalted personages were no doubt ancestors of yours, 
gentle reader, as well as of the present writer. 

Isabel died on February 13, 1131. Her record comes down to us 
because of a very distinguished lineage, her ancestral line on both 
sides leading back through six separate strains to Charlemagne. She 
was the daughter of Prince Hugh the Great, Duke of France and Bur- 
gundy, leader in the First Crusade and father of Hugh Capet, King of 
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France; her mother, Adelheid de Vermandois, boasted blood equally 
blue, and her second husband was descended from Alfred. 

By the Earl of Leicester, Isabel had two children — Robert and Eliz- 
abeth de Bellomont; by the Earl of Warren, two others — Gondred and 
Ada de Warren. Each of the four lines of descent then passes through 
a long series of English nobility, each allowing a younger son or 
daughter, or daughter's son to drop from time to time into the undis- 
tinguished ranks of the middle class or even into the common peas- 
antry, while a few of the line of Elizabeth de Bellomont, though by 
no means the most eminent of their group, were set apart by laws of 
inheritance as occupants of royal thrones. Meanwhile, as I have im- 
plied, the elder sons, holding land and titles, remained in the Cavalier- 
Tory-Conservative caste, while their disinherited brothers and sisters 
became Dissenters, of whom many of the most obstinate or most enter- 
prising sought freedom or fortune in the New World. 

To illustrate these propositions I give below a series of ancestral 
records, each showing one of the many "direct lines" leading down 
from Isabel de Vermandois to Americans, well-known or otherwise. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 

Let us begin with George Washington, a man of the highest personal 
character and unquestioned statesmanship, but socially rather a typical 
English country squire, though one of the wealthiest colonials of his 
day. The reasons which lay behind the Emigration of Washington's 
ancestors to Virginia I shall not try to indicate, but apparently they 
did not seek fortune nor freedom of worship. 

Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Leicester, m. Isabel de Vermandois 
Elizabeth de Bellomont m. Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Pembroke 

Richard de Clare, "Strongbow," Earl of Pembroke, m 

Isabel de Clare m. William le Marechal, Earl of Pembroke 
Eve de Marechal m. William, Baron de Braose 
Maude de Braose m. Roger, Baron Mortimer 
Edmund, Baron Mortimer 
Roger, Baron Mortimer 
Edmund Mortimer 
Roger Mortimer, Earl of March 
Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March 

Elizabeth Mortimer m. Sir Henry Percy, "Hotspur," Earl of North- 
umberland 
Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland 
Margaret Percy m. Sir William Gascoigne 
Elizabeth Gascoigne m. Gilbert de Talboys 
Sir George de Talboys 
Anne de Talboys m. Sir Edward Dymoke 
Frances Dimoke m. Thomas Windebank 
Mildred Windebank m. Robert Reade 
Col. George Reade (Virginia, 1637) 
Mildred Reade m. Col. Augustine Warner 
Mildred Warner m. Lawrence Washington 
Augustine Washington m. Mary Ball 
George Washington 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
My next example presents certain marked contrasts. Beginning 
with the same aristocratic ancestry, the line of descent passes into 
Wales, then through a group of Welsh farmers, one of whom, doubt- 
less to better his condition, came over to Pennsylvania, whence his 
pioneer descendants moved on to Virginia and westward. Out of this 
series rose one who became the most truly eminent statesman of his 
century. The career of Lincoln thus perfectly illustrates the possi- 
bilities of "noble" self -extrication among a people unburdened by the 
caste system of Europe. 

Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Leicester, m. Isabel de Vermandois 

Elizabeth de Bellomont m. Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Pembroke 

Richard de Clare, "Strongbow," Earl of Pembroke 

Isabel de Clare m. William le Marechal, Earl of Pembroke 

Eve de Marechal m. William, Baron de Braose 

Maude de Braose m. Roger, Baron Mortimer 

Edmund, Baron Mortimer 

Roger, Baron Mortimer 

Maude Mortimer m. John, Lord Charleton 

Jane de Charleton m. John, Baron Le Strange 

Elizabeth Le Strange m. Gryffydd Wychan 

Gryffydd Wychan 

Lowry Wychan m. Robert Puleston 

John Puleston 

Margaret Puleston m. David ap Ievan ap Einion 

Einion ap David 

Griffith ap Llewellyn 

Catherine Griffith m. Edward ap Evan 

Lewis ap Griffith m. Ellen Edwards 

Robert ap Lewis 

Evan ap Robert 

Evan ap Evan 

Cadwallader Evans (Pennsylvania, 1700) 

Sarah Evans m. John Hank 

John Hank 

Joseph Hank (Virginia about 1740) m. Nancy Shipley 

Nancy Hanks m. Thomas Lincoln 

Abraham Lincoln 

GEORGE V 

We have seen that the early English forbears of Washington and 

Lincoln are identical for two hundred years and more. It is interesting 

also to note that the ancestry of the present king of England (as well 

as that of the late Kaiser and most of the continenal princes now in 

exile or otherwise) derives from the same initial series. 

Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Leicester, m. Isabel de Vermandois 
Elizabeth de Bellomont m. Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Pembroke 
Richard de Clare, "Strongbow," Earl of Pembroke 
Isabel de Clare m. William le Marechal, Earl of Pembroke 
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Eve de Marechal m. William, Baron de Braose 

Maude de Braose m. Roger, Baron Mortimer 

Edmund, Baron Mortimer 

Roger, Baron Mortimer 

Edmund Mortimer 

Roger Mortimer, Earl of March 

Anne Mortimer m. Richard Plantagenet, Earl of Cambridge 

Richard Plantagenet, Earl of York, m. Cecily Neville 

Edward IV m. Elizabeth Woodbridge 

Elizabeth Plantagenet m. Henry VII (Tudor) 

Margaret Tudor m. James IV (Stuart) of Scotland 

James V (Stuart) 

Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots, m. Lord Darnley 

James I (Stuart, James VI of Scotland) 

Elizabeth Stuart m. Frederick V. of Bohemia 

Sophia m. Ernest Augustus of Brunswick 

George I. m. Sophia Dorothea 

George II rri. Wilhelmina Carolina of Brandenburg-Anspach 

Frederick Louis, Prince of Wales 

George III m. Charlotte Sophia of Mecklenburg-Strelitz 

Edward, Duke of Kent, m. Victoria Mary Louise of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 

Victoria m. Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 

Edward VII (Guelph) m. Alexandra of Denmark 

George V 

GROVER CLEVELAND 

This "first citizen" of our land also belongs to the Bellomont- 
Vermandois line. 

Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Leicester, m. Isabel de Vermandois 

Elizabeth de Bellomont m. Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Pembroke 

Robert de Bellomont, "the Consul," Earl of Gloucester 

Mabel de Bellomont m. William de Redvers de Vernon, Earl of Devon 

Mary de Redvers de Vernon m. Peter Prouz 

William Prouz 

Walter Prouz 

William Prouz 

Sir William Prouz 

William Prouz 

Alice Prouz m. Sir Roger Moelis 

Alice Moelis m. John Wotton 

Alice Wotton m. Sir John Chichester 

Richard Chichester 

Nicholas Chichester 

John Chichester 

Amias Chichester 

Frances Chichester m. John Wyatt 

Margaret Wyatt m. Matthew Allyn of Cambridge, Mass. 

Mary Alleyn m. Capt. Benjamin Newberry 

Rebecca Newberry m. Samuel Marshall 

Abiel Marshall 

Sarah Marshall m. James Hyde 

Abiah Hyde m. Rev. Aaron Cleveland 

William Cleveland m. Margaret Falley 

Richard Falley Cleveland 

Grover Cleveland 
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THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

Two lines of descent from Isabel down to Roosevelt are on record, 

the one leading through a long series of Scottish worthies, the other by 

way of the Puritan forbears of Jonathan Edwards. 

Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Leicester, m. Isabel de Vermandois 

Elizabeth de Bellomont m. Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Pembroke 

Richard de Clare, "Strongbow," Earl of Pembroke 

Isabel de Clare m. William le Marechal, Earl of Pembroke 

Isabel Marshall m. Robert Bruce, Earl of Annandale 

Robert Bruce, Earl of Warwick 

Robert Bruce, King of Scotland 

Marjory Bruce m. Walter, High "Steward" of the King 

Robert II (Stuart), King of Scotland 

Robert III, King of Scotland 

Marjory Stewart m. Sir Duncan Campbell 

Elizabeth Stuart m. Sir James Douglas 

Sir James Douglas 

Sir John Douglas 

James Douglas 

Arthur Douglas 

John Douglas 

James Douglas 

John Douglas 

Euphemia Douglas m. Dr. John Irvine (Georgia, 1765) 

Anne Irvine m. Capt. James Bulloch 

Major James Stephens Bulloch 

Martha Bulloch m. Theodore Roosevelt (1) 

Theodore Roosevelt 

ROBERT EDWARD LEE 

I may next present one of the greatest of American generals, whose 

forbears throughout, so far as the present recorded line goes, were 

people of at least local distinction. 

William de Warren, Earl of Warren and Surrey, m. Isabel de Vermandois 
Mildred de Warren m. Roger de Bellomont de Newburgh, Earl of 

Warwick 
Waleran de Newburgh, Earl of Warwick 
Alice de Newburgh m. William, Baron de Mauduit 
Isabel de Mauduit m. William, Baron de Beauchamp 
William de Beauchamp 

Isabel de Beauchamp m. Sir Patrick de Chaworth 
Maud Chaworth m. Henry Plantagenet, Earl of Leicester 
Mary Plantagenet m. Henry Percy 
Maud Percy m. Sir John Neville 
Anne Neville m. Sir Thomas Blount, Lord Montjoy 
Elizabeth Blount m. Arthur, Baron Wyndsore 
Edith Wyndsore m. George Ludlow 
Thomas Ludlow 

Roger Ludlow, Governor of Massachusetts 
Gabriel Ludlow 

Sarah Ludlow m. Sir John Carter 
John Carter m. Elizabeth Hall 
Charles Carter m. Anne Butler Moore 
Anne Carter m. General Henry Lee 
Robert E. Lee 
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HENRY ADAMS 
A typical New England lineage of its kind is that of the descend- 
ants and forbears of Abigail Smith, the broad-minded and efficient 
wife of our second president. Unlike the Hanks-Lincoln series, none 
of the Adams line ever knew poverty, or was deprived of the educa- 
tion which enables a man of parts to reach his highest possible devel- 
opment. 

Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Leicester, m. Isabel de Vermandois 

Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Leicester 

Margaret de Bellomont m. Saier de Quincy, Earl of Winchester 

Roger de Quincy, Earl of Winchester 

Margaret de Quincy m. William de Ferrers, Earl of Derby 

Anne de Ferrers m. John Grey, Baron de Ruthyn 

Maude de Grey m. Sir John de Norville 

John de Norton 

John de Norton 

Richard Norton 

William Norton 

Rev. William Norton (Ipswich, 1630) 

Rev. John Norton 

Elizabeth Norton m. Col. John Quincy 

Elizabeth Quincy m. Rev. William Smith 

Abigail Smith m. John Adams, President of the United States 

John Quincy Adams m. Louisa Catherine Johnson 

Charles Francis Adams m. Abigail Brown Brooks 

Henry Adams 

JONATHAN EDWARDS 

The ablest of the uncompromising theologians of Puritan blood was 
undoubtedly Jonathan Edwards. 2 His lineage is fairly typical, differ- 
ing but little in its general lines from that of the others whose pioneer 
forbears built up Massachusetts and, through New England, the United 
States as it is. 

Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Leicester, m. Isabel de Vermandois 

Elizabeth de Bellomont m. Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Pembroke 

Richard de Clare, "Strongbow," Earl of Pembroke 

Isabel de Clare m. William le Marechal, Earl of Pembroke 

Eve de Marechal m. William, Baron de Braose 

Maude de Braose m. Roger, Baron Mortimer 

Edmund, Baron Mortimer 

Roger, Baron Mortimer 

Edmund Mortimer 

Roger, Baron Mortimer, Earl of March 

Catherine Mortimer m. Thomas de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick 

Thomas de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick 

Richard de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick and Albemarle 

Margaret de Beauchamp m. Sir William Cavendish 

Sir Thomas Cavendish 

2 "She had the hard, cold Edwards blood 
Within her veins, and so she died." (Bret Harte) 
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Sir William Cavendish 

Frances Cavendish m. Sir Henry Pierrepont 

William Pierrepont 

Rev. James Pierrepont, of Ipswich, Mass. 

Sarah Pierrepont m. Rev. Jonathan Edwards, President of the College 

of New Jersey 
Jonathan Edwards, President of Union College 

From the brothers and sisters of Jonathan Edwards have descended 
a remarkable group of university professors and executives: 

Daniel Coit Gilman, President of Johns Hopkins 
Merrill Edwards Gates, President of Rutgers 

Timothy Dwight, as well as his grandson of the same name, and Theo- 
dore Dwight Woolsey, Presidents of Yale 
Sereno Edwards Dwight, President of Hamilton 
Egbert Coffin Smith and Edward Amasa Park, Presidents of Andover 
Nicholas Murray Butler, President of Columbia 
Aaron Burr, President of the College of New Jersey 
Aaron Burr, Jr., Vice President of the United States 
Theodore William Dwight, founder of the Columbia Law School 
Charles Sedgwick Minot, of the Harvard Medical School 
Theodore Roosevelt,s President of the United States 

SARAH LOUISE KIMBALL 

As illustrative of the genealogy of the rank and file of cultivated 

Americans, I present below that of the recorder of Isabel's progeny. 

William de Warren, Earl of Warren and Surrey, m. Isabel de Vermandois 

Gondred de Warren m. Roger de Bellomont de Newburgh 

Waleran, Earl of Warwick 

Alice de Newburgh m. William, Baron Mauduit 

Isabel de Mauduit m. William, Baron Beauchamp 

William de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick 

Isabel de Beauchamp m. Sir Patrick de Chaworth 

Maud de Chaworth m. Henry Plantagenet, Earl of Lancaster and Leicester 

Mary Plantagenet m. Henry Percy 

Henry Percy m. Margaret Neville 

Maud Percy m. Sir John Neville 

Sir Ralph Neville, Earl of Westmoreland, m. Margaret Stafford 

Joan Plantagenet m. John, Baron Mowbray 

Sir Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, m. Elizabeth Fitz-Alan 

Margaret Mowbray, Duchess of Norfolk, m. Sir John Howard 

Sir John Howard, Duke of Norfolk 

Catherine Howard m. Sir John Bourchier, Lord Berners 

Joanne Bourchier m. Edmund Knyvet 

Anne Knyvet m. Richard Sayer 

John Bourchier Sayers m. Marie Lamoral van Egmont 

Richard Sears (Plymouth, 1630) 

Deborah Sears m. Zachariah Paddock 

Zachariah Paddock 

Peter Paddock 

Bethial Paddock m. David Crosby 

Deborah Crosby m. Dr. Hezekiah Hyatt 

Mary Louise Hyatt m. Col. Simeon DeW 7 itt Clough 

Mary Anne Clough m. Charles Bradbury Kimball 

Sarah Louise Kimball 

3 Through the Edwards-Tyler-Roosevelt line. 
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FREDERICK ELDERKIN FARR 

In support of my statement that the average New England farmer 
has as good a claim to royal blood as any house in Europe, I now set 
forth a characteristic example, one of which adequate records are avail- 
able to me, — that of Mr. Frederick Elderkin Farr, late of Wethersfield, 
now of Perry, New York, a worthy man not essentially different from 
the body of his fellows. And the reader will at once observe that the 
following series is for a long period identical with that of Washington, 
Lincoln, and George V. 

Robert de Bellomont, Earl of Leicester, m. Isabel de Vermandois 
Elizabeth de Bellomont m. Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Pembroke 
Richard de Clare, "Strongbow," Earl of Pembroke 
Isabel de Clare m. William le Marechal, Earl of Pembroke 
Eve de Marechal m. William, Baron de Braose 
Maude de Braose m. Roger, Baron Mortimer 
Edmund, Baron Mortimer 
Roger, Baron Mortimer 
Edmund Mortimer 
Roger Mortimer, Earl of March 
Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March 

Elizabeth Mortimer m. Sir Henry Percy, "Hotspur," Earl of North- 
umberland 
Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland 
Margaret Percy m. Sir William Gascoigne 
Elizabeth Gascoigne m. Gilbert de Talboys 
Sir George de Talboys 
Anne de Talboys m. Sir Edward Dymoke 
Arthur Dymoke 
Edward Dymoke 

Thomas Dimmock (Barnstable, 1640) m. Ann Hammond 
Shubael Dimmock m. Joanna Bursley 
Thankful Dimmock m. Edward Waldo 
Edward Waldo m. Abigail Elderkin 
Zachariah Waldo m. Elizabeth Wight 
John Elderkin Waldo m. Beulah Foster 
Anne Waldo m. David Hawley 
Diantha Hawley m. Samuel Farr 
Frederick Elderkin Farr 



But by way of cumulative evidence on the origin of the Puritan 
farmer, I herewith present a second Farr line, this one leading back 
to Ada de Warren, youngest child of Isabel de Vermandois. 

William de Warren, Earl of Warren and Surrey, m. Isabel de Vermandois 

Ada de Warren m. Henry of Scotland, Earl of Huntingdon 

Margaret de Warren m. Humphrey de Bohun TV, Earl of Hereford and 

Essex 
Henry de Bohun 

Humphrey de Bohun V, "the Good," m. Matilde Exouden 
Humphrey de Bohun VI m. Eleanor de Braose 
Humphrey de Bohun VII m. Maud de Fiennes, descendant of Hugh 

Capet and of Charlemagne 
Humphrey de Bohun VIII m. Elizabeth de Plantagenet, Countess of 

Holland, daughter of King Edward I and Eleanor of Castile 
Lady Margaret de Bohun m. Sir Hugh de Courtenay, Earl of Devon 
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Edward Courtenay, Earl of Devon, m. Erailine D'Auney 

Sir Hugh Courtenay m. Maud Beaumont 

Margaret Courtenay m. Sir Theobald Grenville 

Sir William Grenville m. Philippa Bonville 

Thomas Grenville m. Elizabeth Gorges 

Sir Thomas Grenville m. Elizabeth Gilbert 

Sir Roger Grenville m. Margaret Whitleigh 

Amy Grenville m. John Drake 

Robert Drake m. Elizabeth Prideaux 

William Drake m. Philippa Denys 

John Drake, of Windsor, Conn. (Boston, 1636) m. Elizabeth Rogers 

Elizabeth Drake m. John Elderkin 

John Elderkin, Jr., m. Abigail Fowler 

Colonel John Elderkin m. Susannah Baker 

Abigail Elderkin m. Edward Waldo, Jr. 

Zachariah Waldo m. Elizabeth Wight 

John Elderkin Waldo m. Beulah Foster 

Anne Waldo m. David Hawley 

Diantha Hawley m. Samuel Farr 

Frederick Elderkin Farr 



Another series of records 4 carries Mr. Farr's line still farther back 
to the very beginnings of royalty in both England and France, a con- 
spicuous lineage which, however, if all the facts were known, would be 
seen to be shared by most Englishmen and Americans. 

Egbert of Wessex, first King of England, m. Lady Radburga 

Ethelwulf m. Lady Osburga 

Alfred the Great m. Lady Alswitha 

Alfritha m. Baldwin II, King of Jerusalem, great grandson of Louis le 
Debonaire, son of Charlemagne 

Arnolph I, Count of Flanders, m. Adela de Vermandois 

Baldwin III, Count of Flanders, m. Mathilde of Savoy 

Arnolph II, Count of Flanders, m. Rosalie d'lvree 

Baldwin IV, "le Barbu," Count of Flanders, m. Ogive de Luxembourg 

Baldwin V, the Pious, Count of Flanders, m. Adela of France 

Mathilde m. William I, the Conqueror 

Henry I, Beauclerc, m. Maud of Scotland 

Mathilde d'Anjou m. Geoffroy Martel Plantagenet 

Henry II m. Eleanor D'Aquitaine 

John, King of England, m. Isabella de Taillefer, daughter of Aymar de 
Taillefer and Lady Alice de Courteney 

Henry III (1216) m. Eleanor de Berenger of Provence 

Edward I m. Eleanor of Castile, daughter of Ferdinand III, San Fer- 
nando Rey d'Espana 

Elizabeth Plantagenet m. Humphrey de Bohun VII 

Margaret de Bohun m. Hugh de Courteney, Earl of Devon 

Edward Courteney m. Emeline D'Auney (Dawney) 

Sir Hugh Courteney m. Maud Beaumont 

Margaret Courteney m. Sir Theobald Grenville 

Sir William Grenville m. Philippa Bonville 

Thomas Grenville m. Elizabeth Gorges 

Sir Thomas Grenville m. Elizabeth Gilbert 

Sir Roger Grenville m. Margaret Whitleigh 

Amy Grenville m. John Drake 

Robert Drake m. Elizabeth Brideaux 

William Drake m. Phillippa Denys 

John Drake (Boston, 1636) m. Elizabeth Rogers 

Elizabeth Drake m. John Elderkin 

John Elderkin m. Abigail Fowler 

* Drawn from the extensive compilations of my brother-in-law, the late 
Edward J. Edwards. 
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Abigail Elderkin m. Edward Waldo 
Zachariah Waldo m. Elizabeth Wight 
John Elderkin Waldo m. Beulah Foster 
Ann Waldo m. David Hawley 
Diantha Hawley m. Samuel Farr 
Frederick Elderkin Farr 

I now cite a few more of the leading American descendants of 
Isabel de Vermandois, surnames only being given. (It is understood, 
of course, that a change in surname indicates descent through a daugh- 
ter whose children carry the father's name.) 

Nathaniel Bacon : Bellomont, de Clare, Meschines, Bacon for six genera- 
tions, Thorpe, Bacon again for nine generations. 

Phillips Brooks : Bellomont, de Clare, Marechal, Mortimer, Percy, Gascoigne, 
Markenfield, Mauleverer, Kaye, Saltonstall, Cotton, Brown, Brooks. 
Francis Parkman and Edward Everett also go back to the same (Brooks) 
group. 

William Ellery Channing: Bellomont, de Quincy, Zouche, de Vere, Grey, 
DArcy, Dighton, Woodbridge, Remington, Ellery, Channing. 

George Dewey : Bellomont, DeQuincy, Umfraville for six generations, Lam- 
bert, Lyman for seven generations, Dewey for eight generations. 

Charles William Eliot: Bellomont, DeQuincy, Ferrers, Berkeley, Pyn- 
chard, Bassett for eleven generations, Deighton, Dudley, Atkins, Eliot. 

Ulysses Simpson Grant: Bellomont deClare, Marechal, Braose, Mortimer, 
Beauchamp, Minor, Clinton, Booth, Grant. The same series leads from 
Grant through Marsh-Watson to Richard H. Dana. 

Benjamin Harrison : Lineage identical with that of Lee except for the last 
surname. 

Patrick Henry: Bellomont, deClare, Sutherland, Sinclair, Stuart, Robert- 
son, Henry. 

Oliver Wendell Holmes : Bellomont, de Quincy, Zouche, de Vere, Grey, 
DArcy, Yorke, Dudley, Bradstreet, Wendell, Holmes — a line duplicated 
by that of Wendell Phillips up to the last surname. 

Thomas Jefferson : Bellomont, de Quincy, Zouche, de Vere, Isham, Ran- 
dolph, Jefferson. 

J. Pierrepont Morgan : Warren, Newburgh, Mauduit, Beauchamp, Plantage- 
net, Percy, Somerset, Vaughan, Morgan for eleven generations. 

John Davison Rockefeller : Warren, Newburgh, Mauduit, Beauchamp, 
Plantagenet, Percy, Neville, Brooks, Wyatt, Pole, Hastings, Clinton, 
Humphrey, Palmes, Avery, Rockefeller. 

William Thompson Sedgwick: Bellomont de Clare, Marechal, Braose, 
Mortimer, Beauchamp, Cavendish, Pierrepont, Edwards, Dwight, Sedg- 
wick. 

Two generalizations stand out in studies of this kind; first, that of 
the boundless range of combinations possible from the same essential 
traits or "unit characters"; second, the gradual rise in importance of 
the self-respecting middle class which slowly but surely develops at 
the expense of those artificially maintained as master or serf under 
the caste system. As to the first, each is the sum of his own combina- 
tion of developed unit characters. Never yet were any two people 
exactly alike; Nature has infinite variety at her disposal. Among all 
these combinations, one, here and there, spells true distinction, and 
from humble (though never feeble) ancestry spring many of our 
greatest, "the elements so mixed in them" that the blend is especially 
favorable. For originality rests not on new traits but on new adjust- 
ments of the old. 



